
Featuring
VOCES8; Paul McCreesh & the Gabrieli Consort; 

Paul Phoenix; Alexander L’Estrange

Sunday 26 July – Sunday 2 August 

IN COLLABORATION WITH

SUMMER SCHOOL 2015

v o c e s 8



Welcome to the Milton Abbey International Music Festival &
Summer School 2015 – a week of inspiring music-making and
performances in the idyllic setting of Milton Abbey in the heart of
the beautiful Dorset countryside. Hosted by internationally
renowned British vocal ensemble, VOCES8, the Summer School
brings together people from all walks of life and gives everyone
the chance to develop their vocal, musical and performance skills.
Combining an engaging week of masterclasses with performance
opportunities, the Summer School is open to singers of all ages and
abilities. The magnificent location of Milton Abbey School, with its
13th-century Abbey, extensive facilities and supportive, community
atmosphere provides the perfect environment for an unforgettable
week of music, learning, performing, activities and socialising, and a
chance to share this experience with specialists and like-minded
music enthusiasts from all over the world.

The Milton Abbey Summer School 2015 begins on Sunday 26 July
and ends on Sunday 2 August 2015.



AGES: 14+

COST: £550
The Choral Course combines a daily set of masterclasses with VOCES8 with three
concerts and two liturgical performances. These concerts, which form part of the
International Festival, offer course participants the chance to engage with a diverse
range of repertoire and to work and perform with internationally renowned
visiting musicians.

CHORAL COURSE

DECCA® Paul Stuart



CONCERTS AND REPERTOIRE

ALEXANDER L’ESTRANGE
The Composer of Ahoy (sequel to the hit Zimbe) will visit the course for a day to lead a ‘big sing’
event with his own band Call Me Al. Ahoy is a new cantata written to celebrate the rise and fall of
Henry VIII’s warship, the Mary Rose. 

CHAMBER GROUPS
An important part of the choral course will be the afternoon chamber group sessions led by
members of VOCES8. Participants will have the opportunity to work in smaller ensembles on a
varied set of repertoire. This concert is the occasion for the chamber groups to showcase their
hard work.

DIXIT DOMINUS - HANDEL AND
CORONATION ANTHEMS - HENRY PURCELL
This Festival Gala Concert will be a rousing finale to the course and a unique opportunity to work
with some of the world’s finest Baroque musicians. Conducted by celebrated maestro Paul
McCreesh and accompanied by the Gabrieli Consort, this performance will provide a focus to
rehearsals throughout the week, led by VOCES8’s Artistic Director, Barnaby Smith.



FESTIVAL CHORAL EVENSONG IN MILTON ABBEY
Course participants will learn music to lead the service of Choral Evensong in the Abbey. England
has a celebrated cathedral choral tradition in which the singing of Evensong plays an important daily
role. Participants will have the opportunity to immerse themselves in this particular culture during
this part of the course.

FESTIVAL CHORAL MASS IN MILTON ABBEY
The course closes on Sunday morning with the full forces of course participants and staff combining
to perform at the Festival Mass, conducted by Milton Abbey School’s Head of Music, Shaun Pirttijarvi. 

In addition to these diverse performance opportunities, enrolment on the Choral Course also
gains course participants free entry into all of the Milton Abbey International Festival concerts
which run concurrently with the course. The 2015 Festival includes concerts by VOCES8,
double Grammy® award-winner and ex-King’s Singer Paul Phoenix and a Jazz Cabaret Night
featuring a special guest star to be announced.

VISITING SPECIALIST
We are delighted to be welcoming tenor Paul Phoenix to work with course participants in 2015.
Since retiring from The King’s Singers in 2014, Paul has devoted his life to his new venture Purple
Vocals which aims to inspire people to perform and engage with music at a deeper level.



AGES: 8-13

COST: £400
The Young Musicians’ Course provides the perfect environment for children to develop their vocal
skills, working with members of VOCES8 on a wide range of vocal repertoire in the morning and
then enjoying all that Milton Abbey has to offer in the afternoons with a range of exciting activities
and sports.

Please note that children on this course will need to be accompanied by a parent or guardian who
will take full responsibility during any non-timetabled hours during the week.

The cost of the course includes full board and lodging for seven nights and supervision during all of
the adult Choral Course sessions.

It is possible to be a non-resident member of the course for a reduced price of £300. 

YOUNG MUSICIANS’  COURSE



The price of the course includes full board and lodging on site at Milton Abbey
School for seven nights. The accommodation comprises student rooms for twin,
single or family occupancy – preference is allocated on a first-come-first-served
basis. Special requirements for disabled access rooms and dietary requirements can
usually be met with advance warning. Prices include the cost of all music hire. There
will be a free afternoon in the middle of the week so that participants may enjoy
the beautiful Dorset countryside, or join us for a truly English afternoon of cricket,
croquet and a cream tea! Each participant will have the option to sign up for a
complementary individual singing lesson with a member of VOCES8 if they wish. It
is possible to be a non-resident member of the course for a reduced price of £450.

A small number of bursaries and scholarships are available for young people and
music students to assist with the cost of the course. For more information, please
contact Annabelle Nyren: annabelle.nyren@miltonabbey.co.uk

INFORMATION



Milton Abbey School  | Blandford Forum  | Dorset  | DT11 0BZ
www.eventsatmiltonabbey.co.uk  | 01258 881804

To keep up-to-date with developments of the International Music Festival 
and Summer School 2015 as they are announced, 

you can follow us on Facebook and Twitter
https://www.facebook.com/MiltonAbbeyFestival

https://twitter.com/M_AbbeyFestival

HOW TO REGISTER
For more information or to register for your place, 

please contact Annabelle Nyren
Email: annabelle.nyren@miltonabbey.co.uk


